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Where great innovations happen V

The Research Triangle Park

Research Triangle Park (RTP) is the leading and
largest high technology research and science park
in North America.

Founded in 1959, this 7,000-acre namesake
for the entire Triangle region is two miles wide
and eight miles long, based in Durham with an
extension now spilling into Wake County toward
Cary and Morrisville.

Just four miles from Downtown Durham
and encompassed on three sides by the City
of Durham, RTP was originally named for its
affiliation with three major research universities:
Duke University in Durham, the University of
North Carolina at Chapel Hill, and North Carolina
State University in Raleigh. This part of Durham is
approximately equidistant between Raleigh and
Chapel Hill.

Originally envisioned by UNC's Howard W.
Odum and fostered by the administration of
Durham native Governor William Umstead, the
Park was developed by the Research Triangle
Foundation in 1959 and now includes over 170
companies, 42,000 full time employees, and
10,000 contract workers.

The three original universities are joined by
Durham’s North Carolina Central University

For other publications and information on the great things
to see and do in Durham, speak with a friendly information
specialist at the Durham Visitor Information Center at
101 E Morgan St in Downtown Durham. (919) 687-0288 or
(800) 446-8604. 8:30am-5pm, M-F; 10am-2pm, Sa.

Or visit www.durham-nc.com, the official Durham website
for visitors and newcomers, featuring searchable listings,
event calendar, maps, live chat, and more.

(located less than two miles from RTP), playing

a major role as home to the Biomanufacturing
Research Institute & Technology Enterprise (BRITE)
Center for Excellence.

Today, RTP is surrounded by a variety of
other Durham business and corporate parks
populated by pharmaceutical, microelectronic,
biotechnology, telecommunications, and textile
businesses to name a few. Research Triangle Park
is not a city, but it has a special Durham postal
substation — Research Triangle Park, NC 277009.
It exists in a special county district, serviced by
Durham utilities.

The map at left represents the top employers in the
Durham portion of RTP. For more information and
complete listings of RTP companies and organizations,
visit www.rtp.org.
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